
 

Silver Alert: Lessons Learned in 

Florida 

 

Fran Carlin-Rogers 

Senior Transportation Consultant 

Orlando, Florida  

4/24/13 



Driving with Dementia 

   Driver will experience: 

 Gradual/Variable/Unpredictable changes 

 Problems with: 

   abstract thinking  

 problem solving 

 Loss of insight 

 Impaired spatial skills 

 Multi tasking 

 Slowed reaction times 

 

…need to stop driving at some point… 
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Today’s Situation 

Most older adults modify driving 

behavior voluntarily, but….. 

– Some not soon enough 

– Some too soon 

– Some in the wrong way… 
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National Presence 

• 21 states & NYC:  Silver Alert 

• 8 states: similar (other names) 

• 9 states: broader criterion for 

missing persons (any age) 

• 6 states: legislation pending 

• 6 states: no legislation 

• Federal Legislation: S. 1263 

pending … 
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Maryland  

• Demographic growth (2000-2012) 

– 65+ licensed drivers: 12% drivers 

– Significant increase in 85+ 

• Incidence of Alzheimer’s: 

– 86,000 age 65+  2010 

– Increased by 10% since 2000 

• Silver Alert:  

– Activated October 1, 2009 

– Criterion based 
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Florida  Silver Alert Experience 

• Implemented 10/08 

– Criteria based 

• Cases to Date: 
– 636 activations (240 denials) 

– 77% men 

• Age range: 

           2012:  mean=81 

• Recovery: 

– Same county: 43% 

– Different county: 49% 

– Out of state: 8%  

 

 

Range % 

50-59 1% 

60-69 7% 

70-79 34% 

80-89 52% 

90-99 7% 
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Infrastructure Development  

• Administration & Oversight 
• Dept. of Law Enforcement (FDLE) 

• State Unit on Aging (Dept. Elder Affairs) 

• Support  Committee 
• Key association reps 

• Law Enforcement  

• Community/Media 

• Protocol & education tasks: 

•  Law Enforcement  

• Community service providers 

• PSAs 
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Community Resources 

•  Local resource connectivity:      

– Memory Disorder Clinics 

Aging & Disability Resource Centers 

• Automatic referral to Medical 

Advisory Board 

• Strategic connection: 

– Safe Mobility for Life  coalition: 

prevention emphasis area  

Strategic Highway Safety Plan 
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Summary 

• Maryland demographics suggest 

increased frequency of Silver 

Alerts  

•  Role of aging service providers in 

providing community safety net 

post recovery 

• Medical Advisory Board 

connectivity? 
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